***

GOVERNMENT OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA METROPOLITAN
POLICE DEPARTMENT

E

Sent Via Email,

Mr. Fritz Mulhasuer
DC Open Government Coalition

Washington, DC 2OW2-707 0

Re: FOIA Request No.: 2021-BWC-00112
Dear Mr. Mulhauser:

This letter is in response to your Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) requesting the following:

t

"Please provide

all

video

from body worn cameras of MPD members deployed near and

within the US Capitol in the afternoon and evening of January 6,2021

"

.

*
This deployment is a well-known fact. (See, e.g., reporting in The Hill, MPD were providing
crowd management around the periphery of the Capitol, but were called to assist US Capitol
Police after their established lines were breeched by rioters, at about 3 p.*., IMPD Chief Robert
Contee said.l Bowser condemned the behnvior of the rioters calltng it "shameful, unpatriotic and
above all unlawful" and encouraged all to vacate the area. Bowser said that the MPD plans to
take the lead in clearing the U.S. Capitol."

public interest inwhat h,appened as a mab stormed the Caprtol is intense. MPD BWC video
can add signifi,cantly to what is lowwn of wlwt lrupperud--what thc mob did and. how law
enforcernent responded.The event as awhok was of extraordinary interest (and concem)--a
forcible attempt to interfere with steps to complete the 2020 election of the next presidcnt. This
public interest as a matter of law clearly outweiglx arry prtvacy interest that could be asserted.
(Date Range for Record Search: Frorn 0IlM/2021 To O1/07/2021).
The

Your request was considered; however, cannot be granted. A review of our records did not locate a
waiver on file. Absent authorization and/or waiver, a release of such records would constitute as a
clearly unwarranted invasion of personal privacy and is exempt from disclosure pursuant to D.C.
Offieial Code $ z-$a{d(€) and (aX3XC).
The body worn camera footage you are seeking is a part of an ongoing criminal investigation. The
release of this footage could interfere with by revealing the direction and pace of the
investigation. It could lead to attempts to destroy or alter evidence, reveal information about
potential witnesses who could then be subjected to intimidation as part of an effort to frustrate future
investigative activities, or could place witnesses in danger. For these reasons they are exempt from
disclosure pursuant to DC Official Code $2-534(aX3XAXi),(aX2),and (aX3XC).
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Official Code * 2-537 and I DCMR E 412,you have the right to
appeal this letter to the Mayor or to the Superior Court of the District of Columbia. If you elect to
appeal to the Mayor, your appeal must be in writing and contain "Freedom of Information Act
Appeal" or "FOIA Appeal" in the subject line of the letter, as well as, on the outside of the
envelope. The appeal must include (1) a copy of the original request; (2) a copy of any written
denial; (3) a statement of the circumstances, reasons, and/or arguments advanced in support of
disclosure; and (4) a daytime telephone number, an e-mail andlor U.S. mailing address at which
you catr be reached.
Please know that, under D.C.

The appeal must be mailed to: The Mayor's Office of Irgal Counsel, FOIA Appeal, 1350
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Suite 4O7, Washington, D.C. 2O0M. Electronic versions of the same
information can instead be e-mailed to the Mayor's Office of legal Counsel at
foia.appeals@dc.gov." Further, a copy of all appeal materials must be forwarded to the Freedom of
Information Offiicer of the involved agency, or to the agency head of that agency, if there is no
designated Freedom of Information Officer there.
Failure to follow these administrative steps will result in delay in the processing and
commencement of a response to your appeal to the Mayor.

Kind Regards,

?fto. SEar€f
Ms. Branch
FOIA Specialist
Freedom of Information.Act Office
Metropolitan Police Department
300 Indiana Avenue, NW, Rm 41'53
Washington, DC 20001

