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April 1, 2020
By email: bsmith@dccouncil.us

D.C. Council FOIA Office
1350 Pennsylvania Ave, N.W., Suite 4
Washington, DC 20004

Re: FOIA Request -- transcripts or summaries of closed sessions
Dear Colleagues:

This is a request for records that are summaries or transcripts of certain meetings of the Council in recent days. It is publicly reported that the full Council has been meeting with the mayor, by telephone, with no member of the public or press allowed to attend.

It appears this is a set of meetings within the definition of both the Open Meetings Act and the Council rules, thus typically to be open. A meeting may be closed for specific purposes listed in Council Rule § 375. The list includes § 375 (8), “to discuss and take action regarding specific methods and procedures to protect the public from existing or potential terrorist activity or substantial dangers to public health and safety in cases of public health emergency.” 
A closure under § 375 (8) requires open disclosure later: that “a record of the closed session is made public if and when the public would not be endangered by that disclosure.” 

On information and belief the meeting information has not been confidential (as a wide range of officials may listen in) so no public danger can reasonably be asserted. This request therefore is for the record of the closed sessions of the Council and mayor (and other executive branch officials) in the period March 17-31, 2020, the time since the Council’s emergency statute and the suspension of the regular schedule of the Council of hearings and legislative sessions open to the public. 
As our organization is noncommercial and the information is of the greatest public interest, we request a waiver of all fees. For any questions, you may reach me at fmulhauser@aol.com or 202-550-4131.

Sincerely,
     /s/

Fritz Mulhauser

Co-Chair, Legal Committee

P.O. Box 73771


Washington, D.C. 20056


� HYPERLINK "http://www.dcogc.org" �www.dcogc.org� -- (202) 780-6020








� Fenit Nirappil, Tweet, March 31, 2020. Available at: https://twitter.com/FenitN/status/1245070761456435200. 





